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THE  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR 
ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Bates  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Public 
Health  Service  for  the  year  1954. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  has  increased,  the 
slight  reduction  which  occurred  in  1953  having  been  recovered. 

The  adjusted  birth  and  death  rates  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole, 
but  it  is  grieving  to  have  to  report  that  13  deaths  occurred  from 
accidental  causes  and  a further  5 from  suicide. 

An  account  of  an  outbreak  of  infective  hepatitis  (epidemic 
jaundice)  is  contained  in  this  report  where  it  is  emphasised  that,  at 
such  a time,  the  adoption  of  the  very  highest  standard  of  personal 
hygiene  is  a common  sense  precaution.  In  this  connection  it  is 
regretted  that  some  homes  in  this  town  are  still  not  equipped  with 
modern  washing  facilities. 

In  order  to  conduct  an  extensive  survey  of  sub-standard  houses 
a greatly  increased  proportion  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time  has 
been  devoted  to  housing  inspection,  but  in  spite  of  this  a real  effort 
has  been  made  to  keep  up-to-date  with  the  many  other  duties  of 
the  department. 

Further  efforts  to  raise  the  general  standards  of  food  hygiene 
included  the  staging  of  an  exhibition,  entitled  “Hygiene  and  Pest 
Control’’  in  conjunction  with  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  response  of  the  public 
to  this  exhibition  was  most  encouraging. 

In  the  past  the  officials  of  your  Public  Health  Department  have 
remained  in  office  for  upwards  of  30  years,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  their  example  will  be  followed  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Box,  who  in  the 
year  under  review,  succeeded  Mr.  E.  F.  Eldred  as  your  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  by  Mr.  F.  Holmes  who  was  appointed  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
continued  encouragement  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  COGGIN  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
P.  Coggin  Brown  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

E.  F.  Eldred. 

(Retired  May,  1954) 


E.  H.  Box,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 
(Appointed  May,  1954) 


ADDITIONAL  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
F.  Holmes,  M.S.I.A. 


CLERK 

M iss  A.  Wright. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

ALL  FIGURES  IN  BRACKETS  which  follow  in  the 
sequence  of  this  report  relate  to  the  corresponding  figures  for  1953. 

Population :-Registrar  Gencrahs  estimate  for  1954  20,300  (19,820) 


Census.  April,  1951  20,015 

Rateable  Value  £145,131 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (cst.)  £576 


The  steady  increase  in  the  population  of  Bury  St.  PAlmunds, 
as  judged  by  the  Registrar  General’s  annual  estimates,  has  hem 
maintained,  and  the  slight  setback  which  occurred  in  1953  lias  been 
recovered. 


Births  : — The  birth  rates  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  for 
England  and  Wales  declined  during  the  year,  but  when  corrected  for 
the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  the  rate  for  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  remained  appreciably  above  that  for  the  country  as  a whole 
The  number  of  illegitimate  births  increased  from  13  to  19  and  the 
still  births  increased  from  8 to  1 1 . 

Live  Births.  Total.  Male. 

Legitimate  302  (318)  149  (176) 

Illegitimate  19  (13)  6 (5) 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population  

,,  ,,  corrected  for  comparability 

,,  ,,  per  1,000  of  population  England  and 

Wales  

Still  Births  Total.  Male. 

Legitimate  11  (6)  2 (2) 

Illegitimate  — • (2)  — (1) 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths  ; — In  1954  there  was  a further  decline  in  the  death 
rate  for  Bur}/  St.  Edmunds,  and  the  corrected  death  rate  remained 
appreciably  below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Tlie  total  number 
of  deaths  was  7 fewer  than  occurred  in  the  previous  year  but,  because 
of  the  increase  in  the  estimated  population  of  the  town  and  the 
application  of  a more  favourable  comparability  factor,  the  corrected 
death  rate  of  9.9  per  1,000  of  the  population  sliows  a consideiable 
improvement  on  the  figure  of  11.0  which  was  recorded  in  1953. 

Deaths  : — Total.  Male.  Female. 

228  (235)  112  (123)  116  (112) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 11.2  (11.9) 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  population  corrected  for 

comparability 9.9  (11.01 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  England  and  Wales  1 L3  (11 .4) 


Female. 
153  (1421 

13  ' (81 

15.8  (16.71 

16.4  (17.5) 

15.2  (15.51 

Female. 

9 (4) 

- (1) 

33.1  (23.61 

24  t22  5 
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Diseases  of  the  respirator}^  system  caused  fewer  deaths,  but 
heart  and  circulatory  diseases  accounted  for  more  than  in  the  previous 
3^ear. 


Accidental  Deaths  :• — In  1953  it  was  reported  that  the 
number  of  accidental  deaths  was  the  highest  recorded  for  many 
years,  regrettably  in  the  year  under  review  the  figure  was  Ingln'r 
still.  Seven  people'  died  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  a further 
b from  all  other  accidental  causes.  Another  melancholy  feature 
of  the  death  returns  was  the  loss  of  5 li\TS  by  suicide. 

Ineant  Mortality  ;■ — The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  decreased  from  16  in  the  previous  year  to  4 in 
the  year  under  re\’iew.  It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  infant  mortal- 
ity rate  will  show  considerable  variation  from  ^'car  to  year  because 
the  figure  is  based  upon  a relatively  small  nnmluu'  of  birtlis. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  4 (16)  3 (7)  1 (9) 

Illegitimate  — ( — ) — ( — ) — ( — ) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,060  live  births  12.5  (48.3) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  England  and 

Wales  25.5  (26.8) 


Congenital  abnormalities  and  prematurity  were  the  causes  of 
the  infant  deaths,  all  of  which  occurred  in  the  first  week  of  life. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was 
higher  than  in  the  ])revious  year.  More  cases  of  whooping  cough  and 
of  infective  hepatitis  accounted  for  the  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
notifications  inspite  of  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles. 

Diphtheria  : — Once  again  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported 
in  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  It  must  be  emphasised,  however,  that  the 
continuance  of  this  state  of  affairs  is  de])cndent  upon  lhe  mainten- 
ance of  a high  le\'el  of  immunity  amongst  the  child  popidation. 
Immunisation  is  fiee  of  charge  and  parents  should  make  sure  that 
their  young  children  are  protected  against  this  deadly  disease. 


Tuberculosis  ; — Tliore  was  one  death  fioin  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  9 new  cases  were  reported.  ]T)r  tlu',  second  year  in 
succession  the  number  of  new  cases,  and  of  deatlis,  from  tuljerculosis, 
was  markedly  below  the  average  for  the  preceding  10  years. 


Poliomyelitis  ; — Three  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  dur- 
ing the  year.  Two  of  the  patients  were  adults,  each  of  whom  made 
an  uneventful  recovery. 

Investigation  was  made  into  the  home  conditions,  occupation, 
movements  and  contacts  of  all  confirmed  and  suspected  cases,  local 
general  medical  practitioners  were  kept  informed  by  circular  letter 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Memorandum  on  Poliomyelitis,  written  advice  was  issued  to 
contacts. 


It  was  considered  advisable  to  restrict  the  rnov^enierits  of  the 
close  family  contacts  of  each  of  the  three  confirmed  cases.  The 
children  of  these  families  were  excluded  from  school  and,  together 
with  the  other  inernbers  of  their  households,  they  were  requested  to 
confine  themselves  to  their  homes  and  gardens  in  so  far  as  this  was 
reasonably  practicable.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  co-operation 
of  family  contacts  was  readily  obtained,  and  home  and  garden  quarant- 
ine was  voluntarily  observed  without  any  undue  persuasion.  It 
would  appear  that  these  persons  were  willing  to  accept  irksome 
restrictions  in  order  that  they  might  play  their  part  in  p»reveiitiiig  the 
spread  of  this  disease. 


In  the  case  of  one  family  the  breadwinner  was  a food  handler 
whose  work  exposed  him  to  large  numbers  of  the  general  public.  It 
was  thought  necessary  that  this  man  should  discontinue  his  em- 
ployment, therefore  in  order  that  he  might  draw  sickness  benefit, 
a certificate  was  issued  declaring  him  to  be  unfit  to  follow  his 
occupation  by  reason  of  contact  with  infectious  disease.  The  em- 
ployers of  this  man  generously  agreed  to  make  up  his  pay  throughout 
the  period  of  his  exclusion  from  work.  Co-operation  such  as  was 
received  from  these  employers  and  from  the  family  contacts  is  of 
great  assistance  to  the  staff  of  a Public  Health  Department  in 
their  efforts  to  control  the  spread  of  infectious  disease,  and  in 
this  instance  it  may  well  have  contributed  to  limiting  the  number  of 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  to  three. 


Infective  Hepatitis. — (Epidemic  Jaundice)  : — Seven ty-foui 
cases  of  infective  hepatitis  were  reported  in  Bury  St.  Edmunds 
during  the  year,  this  was  nearly  as  many  cases  as  the  sum  total  of  the 
previous  10  years. 

Seasonal  incidence.  The  outbreak  began  in  the  last  (piarter 
ol  1953,  and  in  the  annual  report  for  that  year  reference  was  made  to 
the  occurrence  of  single  cases  of  infective  hc}>atitis  at  intrr\als  of 
almost  exactly  one  month.  In  1954  notifications  were  received  in 
increasing  nurnbeis  until  the  month  of  June,  when  a sharp  peak  was 
reached,  thereafter  the  numbers  declined  rapidly,  but  there  was  a 
slight  increase  again  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  tables  that  more  than 
half  of  the  total  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  months  of  IMay, 
June  and  July.  In  other  parts  of  the  Eastern  Region,  where  infective 
hepatitis  has  been  notifiable  since  1943,  it  has  been  found  that  the 
highest  incidence  of  this  disease  occurs  more  often  in  the  autumn 
months. 


. Age  incidence. — More  than  half  the  cases  occurred  in  children 
qf.  school  age,  and  the  greatest  number  was  in  the  5 to  10  years  age 
group. 


Sex  incidence. — There  were  many  more  female  than  male 
cases,  45  and  29  respectively.  This  preponderance  of  females  was 
evident  in  all  age  groups,  and  was  not  confined  to  young  adults  as 
has  been  reported  in  other  outbreaks. 


Distribution  of  cases. — Most  of  the  cases  occurred  in  one  or 
other  of  three  separate  residential  areas  of  the  town.  All  the  cases 
m the  first  quarter  of  the  year  were  reported  from  the  area  of  the 
Eastgate  Ward,  but  in  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July  many  more 
occurred  at  the  Prior’s  Road  housing  estate.  In  the  last  (|uarter 
increasing  numbers  were  reported  from  the  Mildenhall  Road  estate, 
and  it  would  seem  probable  that  more  cases  may  occur  in  this  part  of 
the  town  during  1955.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  pat- 
ients were  children  of  school  age,  it  is  not  surprising  that  a large 
number  of  the  cases  occurred  at  the  Council’s  housing  estates  where  a 
high  proportion  of  the  tenants  are  the  parents  of  school  children. 

Symptomatology . — Generally  the  disease  was  mild  in  character, 
the  predominant  symptoms  being  nausea,  lassitude  and  vomiting 
followed  by  the  appearance  of  jaundice.  The  occurrence  of  some 
very  mild  cases  caused  notification  to  be  incomplete,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a reasonably  high  proportion  of  cases  was  notified. 
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Mode  of  Spread. — The  outstanding  feature  of  the  outbreak 
was  that,  in  very  many  cases,  enquiry  at  the  homes  of  tlie  patients 
revealed  a history  of  close  personal  contact  with  another  infected 
individual.  No  particular  food  or  drink  was  incriminated,  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  disease  was  spread  through  the  alimentaiy  and 
respiratory  routes  by  close  personal  contact. 

Prevention . — It  is  thought  that  infectivity  is  high  for  a time 
before  the  onset  of  jaundice,  and  perhaps  this  is  the  reason  why 
isolation  of  the  patient  after  the  appearance  of  jaundice  does  not 
seem  to  be  a very  effective  preventive  measure.  Control  is  further 
hampered  by  the  long  incubation  period,  and  b}’^  the  occurrence  of 
some  cases  which  are  so  mild  that  they  ma}^  not  be  recognised. 

Because  the  virus  of  infective  hepatitis  may  gain  access  to  the 
body  through  the  alimentary  as  well  as  the  respiratory  route,  the 
maintenance  of  the  very  highest  standard  of  personal  h^^giene  is  a 
common  sense  precaution.  Regrettably  there  are  still  some  houses 
in  this  town  which  do  not  have  an  indoor  piped  water  supply,  and 
until  every  house  is  equipped  with  running  hot  and  cold  water  we 
cannot  expect  the  universal  adoption  of  the  highest  standard  of 
hygiene,  but  this  is  no  excuse  for  failing  to  make  full  use  of  the  facil- 
ities which  are  available.  Infective  hepatitis  is  not  the  only  disease 
which  may  be  spread  by  contact  with  contaminated  hands.  For 
our  own  protection  we  must  get  into  the  habit  of  washing  our  hands 
with  soap  and  water  after  every  visit  to  the  toilet. 


YEARLY  TOTALS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS.  1943  to  1954. 
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MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS,  1954. 
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65  and  over 
Age  unknown 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 
IN  BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS. 


Registrar  GeneraFs 
Figures. 


M. 

F. 

xAll  Causes  

112  (1 

23) 

116  (112) 

1 

Tube.rculosis,  respiratory 

1 ( 

-) 

- ( -) 

o 

Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

- ( 

1) 

— ( — ) 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

- ( 

- ( 1) 

4 

Diphtheria 

- ( 

-) 

- ( -) 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

- ( 

-) 

- ( -) 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

- ( 

-) 

- ( -) 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

- ( 

1) 

- ( -) 

8 

Measles 

— ( 

-) 

— ( -) 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 ( 

1) 

- ( -) 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

- ( 

3) 

2 ( 1) 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 ( 

3) 

2 ( -) 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- ( 

-) 

3 ( 3) 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- ( 

-) 

2 ( 5) 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  13  ( 10) 

10  ( 8) 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 ( 

1) 

- { -) 

16 

Diabetes 

- ( 

1) 

2 ( — ) 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22  ( 14) 

31  { 21) 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

15  ( 20) 

13  ( 16) 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

3 ( 

-) 

2 ( 4) 

20 

Other  heart  disease  .... 

8 ( 20) 

23  { 19) 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  

6 ( 

-) 

6 { 8) 

22  Influenza  ....  

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

'25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .... 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31  Congenital  malformations 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents  

35  Suicide  

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


— 

{ 

3) 

— 

( 

1) 

1 

( 

4) 

3 

( 

4) 

4 

( 

7) 

2 

( 

2) 

1 

( 

-) 

— 

{. 

2) 

2 

( 

4) 

— 

{ 

-) 

1 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

1 

( 

4) 

— 

( 

1) 

2 

( 

5) 

— 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

1 

( 

-) 

2 

( 

-) 

1 

( 

3) 

11 

( 

16) 

7 

( 

8) 

5 

( 

2) 

2 

( 

-) 

4 

( 

2) 

2 

( 

5) 

3 

( 

1) 

2 

( 

-) 

— 

( 

-) 

( 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Ri:rusK  Collection — UusriiiNs  : — One  of  the  lundaiiieiital 
rc(|uii('niciits  of  community  hygiene  is  that  e\'ery  liome  should  be 
e(iuip])ed  \Nith  a properly  constructed  covered  dustbin.  Oil  drums, 
buckets,  bath  tubs  or  cardboard  cartons  are  not  good  enough,  because 
their  use  causes  an  unnecessary  danger  to  the  j)ublic  health,  and 
may  be  a nuisance  to  the  family  and  to  the  neighbours.  All  this  is 
well  known,  but  who  should  pro\  ide  the  dustbin,  the  owner  or  the 
occupier  of  the  house  ? Sometimes,  it  appears,  that  neither  j^arty 
is  willing  to  buy  a dustbin,  so  makeshift  containers  continue  to  be 
used. 


During  the  year  the  Council  authorised  the  service  of  notices 
under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  upon  the  owners 
of  certain  premises,  requiring  them  to  pro\dde  a satisfactory  dustbin 
for  the  reception  of  house  refuse.  But  some  of  the  owners  concerned 
appealed  to  the  Borough  Justices  against  the  notices  served  upon 
them,  and  the  Justices  declined  to  make  any  order  requiring  either 
the  owners  or  the  occupiers  to  provide  the  necessary  dustbins. 
Consequently  the  Council,  in  lieu  of  requiring  owners  or  occupiers  of 
buildings  to  provide  these  bins,  undertook  themselves  to  provide 
and  maintain  such  dustbins  as  might  be  necessary,  and  to  make  an 
annual  charge  of  five  shillings  in  respect  of  each  bin,  such  charge 
being  recoverable  as  part  of  the  General  Rate.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  61  dustbins  had  been  provided  by  the  Council  under  this  scheme. 

The  follcmhjig  is  the  report  of  the  Borough  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer  : — 


\\h\TE  R — G E N E R A L . 

An  adeciuate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  has  been  sat- 
isfactorily maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Fortnightly  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  wells  have 
maintained  their  usual  very  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity,  and 
all  chemiced  analyses  have  also  proved  satisfactory. 

\’igilance  continues  in  connection  with  the  taking  of  samples 
from  the  distribution  system,  and  each  week  2 samples  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Ipswich. 

Pumping  Station — King’s  Road. 

The  King’s  Road  Pumping  Station  was  oiiened  officially  by 
His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Councillor  W.  Bevis  Southgate,  on  16th 
December,  1954. 
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Water — Chlorination. 

With  the  installation  of  a Chloiine  Residual  Recorder  operat- 
ing at  the  West  Road  Pumping  Station  and  recording  at  King’s  Road 
Pumping  Station,  a complete  check  is  now  kept  on  the  degree  of 
chlorination  of  the  water  supply  before  leaving  the  Water  Tower  for 
public  consumption. 

Wate  r — Ge  n e r al  . 

In  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy  old  water  mains  have 
been  replaced  in  the  following  roads  : — 

Risbygate  Street  388  liri.  yards. 

Westgate  Street  430  ,,  ,, 


Refuse — Disposal. 

The  difficulties  in  disposing  of  refuse  at  the  present  works 
increase  with  the  general  growth  of  the  town.  Tipping  of  clinker 
has  been  continued  at  the  Haberdeii,  and  new  sites  are  under 
consideration. 


Sewerage. 

The  usual  progress  of  cleaning  and  dragging  the  main  soil 
sewers  and  surface  water  drains  has  been  carried  out. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Work  has  commenced  in  the  building  of  public  conveniences 
and  washing  facilities  for  both  sexes  on  a site  inside  the  Abbey  Gardens 
with  access  both  from  the  Gardens  and  Angel  Hill. 


INSPhXTlON  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Slaughterhouses  — Two  slaughterhouses  c(jn  tinned  to 
operate  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  F'ood  until  released  by 
the  Ministry  in  July. 

Discussions  were  held  between  representatives  of  the  Council, 
the  butchers  and  other  interested  organisations  regarding  the  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  after  the  cessation  of 
control  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  Council  issued  licences  for  an 
interim  period  of  3 3^ears  for  the  2 slaughterhouses  in  Eastgate  Street 
and  for  one  additional  slaughterhouse  in  Northgate  Street,  and  it 
would  seem  that  the  change  over  to  private  slaughtering  took  place 
quite  smoothly. 
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From  the  30tli  jiily  the  slaughterhouses  were  made  Dead- 
weight Certification  Centres,  and  309  pigs  liad  been  graded  by  tlie 
meat  inspectors  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  Council  is  well  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  existing  slaugliter- 
ing  facilities  are  unsatisfactory  in  several  respects,  and  should  not  be 
tolerated  for  many  more  years.  Jlecause  of  this,  repeated  rc|)resent- 
ations  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  l"ood  for  the  authorisation 
of  a ])ublic  slaughterhouse  at  Bury  St.  ltdmunds,  and  a site  has  been 
provisionally  earmarked  for  the  purpose.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that, 
when  the  report  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Slaughter- 
houses is  presented,  the  needs  of  this  Borough  will  not  be  overlooked. 

Meat  Inspection  : — In  Bury  St.  Edmunds  for  a number  of 
years  special  efforts  have  been  made  to  inspect  the  carcase  of  every 
animal  slaughtered  for  human  consumption,  but  since  July,  1954 
the  maintenance  of  this  high  standard  has  been  made  more  difficult 
by  the  use  of  an  additional  slaughterhouse,  the  increased  number  of 
animals  killed  and,  in  particular,  the  extended  hours  of  slaughtering. 
In  spite  of  these  difficulties,  every  animal  which  was  killed  was  in- 
spected, the  total  number  being  12,301  which  was  the  highest  figure 
since  1940.  The  accompanying  tables  showing  the  number  of  car- 
cases inspected  and  condemned,  and  the  causes  of  the  condemnation 
of  meat,  emphasise  the  importance  of  the  daily  routine  of  meat 
inspection. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 

with  tuberculosis  ....  ■■■■  i 6.3% 9.7%  ' 0-2% 

Cysticercus  Bo  vis  was  found  in  21  cattle  (1  cow  and  20  others). 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONDEMNEO 


Cattle 


c/: 

dj 

o c/5 

■§  3 

> 03 

^ u 

Heads  and 

Tongues 

Lungs 

Livers 

Pt.  Livers 

Hearts 

Spleens 

Part 

Carcases 

VVliole 

Carcases 

Tuberculosis 

13 

' ()3 

1 

168 

1!) 

2 

1 

1 

9 

! 

Pneumonia 

Pericarditis 

Pleurisy,  Peritonitis 

Septic  Pneumonia  and 
Tonsilitis 

•> 

3 

64 

1 

3 

i 

[ 

1 

10 

6 

1 

1 

Pyaemia,  Pyrexia 
Gangrene,  Septicaemia 

b 

2 

Liver  Fluke  and  other 
Parasitic  conditions 

12 

276 

165 

Cirrhosis,  necrosis 
Degeneration 

Emaciation  and  oedema 

8 

2 

1 

1 

11 

Actinomycosis  and 
Actinobacillosis 

16 

Tumours,  abscesses  ’ 

cystic  conditions 

5 

4 

123 

3 

Septic  metritis 

1 

Septic  mastitis 

1 

! 

Icterus  and  uraemia 

2 

2 

Swine  Fever  (suspected) 

1 

1 

! 

Bruising  or  Taint 

1 

1 

3 ! 

Immaturity 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Swine  Erysipelas 

i 

i 

Moribund 

1 

5 

TOTALS 

27 

87 

178 

429 

169 

12 

7 

9 

24. 

1 

The  jollowing  Carcase  Meat  was  also  condemned 


BEKF 

Bruising,  Atropliy,  or  decomposition logo  lbs. 

Abscesses  

Arthritis  

Other  Causes 


Heads 
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MEAT  AND  OFFAL 

Sheep  Pigs  Calves 


1 

CT)  ^ 

biD  1 

r" 

5 ! 

U 

0) 

> 

• 1 

1 

1 Hearts 

1 Whole 
Carcases 

Heads  | 

w 

'QO 

C 

;=i 

1 Livers  | 

L-  --  - - -1 

Hearts 

Whole 

Carcases 

1 

CD 

bo 

fl 

fl 

j Livers 

! Hearts 

1 

3 

63 

4 

2 

4 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

1 

^ 1 

1 

5 

11 

332 

19 

101 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

13 

2 

41 

101 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 

1 

95 

12 

4 

6 

1 

1 

7 

2 

4 

1 

i 

1 

i 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 
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5 

1 

1 
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13 

i 
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1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 

47 

121 

6 

1 

i 

75 

70 

339  121 

1 

loe 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

MUTTON 

PORK 

110  lbs. 

499  lbs, 

53  lbs. 

138  lbs. 

— 

56  lbs. 

89  IbS; 
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Unsound  Food  : — Foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  and  diverted  to  other  purposes  or  destroyed  were  : — 

Meat  and  offals  21  tons.  3 cwts.  17  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  articles  1 ton  3 (jrs. 

In  addition  1,532  tins  of  meat,  fish,  milk,  vegetables,  etc., 
were  destroyed  and  653  certificates  of  condemnation  issued. 

Food  Premises  : — As  recjuested  in  Ministiy  of  Health 
C'ircular  1/54  the  number  of  food  ])r(unises  in  tlu'  an'a  classified  by 


type  of  business  is  recorded  below. 

Hotels  and  public  houses  63 

Grocers  and  general  provisions  64 

Confectioners  28 

Putchers  and  pork  butchers  20 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  canteens  18 

I^'ish  shops  (wet,  dry  and  fried)  22 

Greengrocers  16 


4'hese  figures  should  be  regarded  as  approximate  because 
in  many  casi's  different  businesses  are  conducted  from  the  same 
premise's. 

44ie  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 
was  58. 


Milk  : — Much  of  the  work  concerned  with  the  supervision  of 
the  production  and  the  testing  of  milk  is  undertaken  by  the  officers 
of  the  W'est  Suffolk  County  Council,  and  in  the  performance  of  this 
duty  many  samples  of  milk  from  Bury  St.  Edmunds  were  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge  by  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Of  50  samples  of  pasteurised,  and  T.T.  pasteurised  milk 
subjected  to  the  Phosphatase  Test  only  one  sample  failed  to  conform 
to  the  standard  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  the  41  samples  examined 
by  the  Meth^dene  Blue  Reduction  Test  were  all  up  to  standard. 

The  efficiency  of  the  cleansing  of  milk  bottles  was  checked 
by  the  periodic  submission  of  bottles  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  Colony  Counts.  Of  the  23  bottles  examined  in  this  way,  15  were 
considered  to  be  satisfactory  and  8 to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  the 
latter  cases  investigations  were  made  at  the  dairies  concerned  and 
later  tests  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  the  officers  of  the  West  Suffolk 
C'ounty  Council  copies  are  received  in  this  department  of  all  laboratory 
reports  relating  to  milk  produced  or  sold  in  the  Borough  and  in  this 
way  unnecessary’  duplication  of  work  is  avoided. 
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Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Public  Health  Lab- 
oratory for  the  examination  by  biological  methods  of  a limited  number 
of  samples  of  raw  milk  submitted  by  tliis  Authority.  During  the  year 
b samples  were  taken  for  biological  testing,  all  proved  negative  for 
Tuberculosis,  but  Brucella  abortus  was  recovered  from  one  sample. 
The  latter  case  was  reported  to,  and  was  investigated  by,  tlie  Div- 
isional Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  a later  sample  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  Four  milk  bottles 
sulunitted  by  members  of  tins  department  for  Colon}"  Counts  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  investigations  were  still  proceeding 
at  tliis  dair\'  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ice  Cream  : — In  addition  to  the  performance  of  routine  in- 
spections at  premises  used  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream, 
40  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge 
for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Bliu'  Rednclion  Test. 

The  results,  which  indicate  an  improvement  over  the 
previous  year,  were  as  follows  ; — 


Provisional  Grade  I 37  samples 

Provisional  Grade  II  2 samples 

Provisional  Grade  III  1 sample 

Provisional  Grade  IV  Nil 


Investigations  of  the  origin  of  the  Grade  III  sample  showed 
that  it  had  been  stored  in  a defective  refrigerator,  therefore,  the 
remainder  of  this  batch  of  ice  cream  was  returned  to  the  manufacturer 


CLEAN  FOOD  AND  HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

In  con  junction  with  the  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agricidture  and  Fisheries  a “Hygiene  and  Pest  Control” 
exhibition  was  staged  in  the  School  of  Art  building  from  the  22nd 
October  to  the  5th  November. 

The  main  emphasis  was  placed  upon  food  hygiene,  but  an 
attempt  was  made  to  give  publicity  to  all  aspects  of  the  work  of  a 
Public  Health  Department.  Selected  photographs  of  modern 
liygienic  equipment  in  food  shops  were  displayed  together  with 
diagrams,  live  exhibits,  and  specimens  of  unsonnd  food.  Various 
films  were  shown,  and  special  efforts  were  made  to  encourage 
the  attendance  of  food  handlers. 

The  attendance  of  over  two  thousand  persons,  and  the  nature 
of  the  manv  c[uestions  asked  by  the  visitors  to  this  exhibition,  would 
suggest  that  there  is  a growing  public  interest  in  health  subjects 
generally  and  in  food  hygiene  in  particular. 
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Much  of  the  exhibition  material,  including  the  staging  and  the 
cinematograj)h  projector,  was  generously  supplied  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  I'isheries,  and  the  invaluable  assistance  of  the 
officers  of  the  Infestation  Control  Division  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

In  July,  1954,  by  kind  permission  of  the  Borough  Council, 
a one  day  sessional  meeting  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  was  held 
in  Bury  St.  Bdmunds.  Papers,  each  dealing  with  a public  health 
subject,  were  prepared  and  presented  b}^  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Ilealth,  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector.  4'he  Meeting,  which  was  the  first  ever  to  be 
held  by  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  was 
well  attended  by  delegates  of  Local  Authorities  and  others  from 
many  parts  of  East  Anglia. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


The  work  of  the  department  in  administering  this  Act  has 
been  continued  throughout  the  year. 


4'he  number  of  inspections  made  by  the  staff  of  this  depart- 
ment and  of  treatments  by  the  Council’s  operator  were  as  follows  : — 

Business  and  other  premises  — Inspections  726 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  — Treatments  122 

Private  Dwellings  — Inspections  2480 

,,  ,,  — Treatments  318 


In  addition  to  the  above,  two  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  to  the  sewerage  S3/stem  of  the  town,  and  periodic 
inspections  and  treatments  were  made  at  the  sewage  farm,  refuse 
destructor  and  refuse  tips.  Another  heav\^  infestation  with  rats 
occurred  at  the  Ilaberden,  where  the  operator  reported  a very  success- 
ful kill.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  rats  at  the  Haberden 
is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  volume  of  refuse  that  is  deposited 
there,  which  is  in  turn  due  to  the  fact  that  the  refuse  destructor  is 
severely  overtaxed.  IDforts  were  made  to  improve  the  conditions 
at  the  Haberden  by  covering  the  refuse  with  top  soil,  but  there  is 
still  room  for  further  improvement.  PYur  major  infestations  at 
business  premises  were  detected  and  treated. 


Rat  Borne  Disease  : — Weil’s  disease  is  an  uncommon  but 
serious  infection,  which  is  usually  acquired  by  contact  with  rats  or 
with  water  which  has  been  contaminated  by  rats.  Although  no 
cases  of  this  disease  are  known  to  have  occurred  amongst  the 
residents  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  during  the  year,  a fatal  case  was 
reported  in  a nearby  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  tragic 
occurrence  will  emphasise  the  importance  of  maintaining  at  full 
strength  our  campaign  against  these  pests,  and  the  value  of  pro- 
tective clothing  to  those  persons  whose  occupation  is  liable  to  expose 
them  to  rats  or  to  substances  contaminated  by  rats. 
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ASPS  : — x\n  unusually  large  number  of  reports  was  received 
during  the  summer  regarding  the  presence  of  wasp’s  nests,  and  126 
nests  were  destroyed. 

DISEASES  OE  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

Throughout  the  year  officers  of  this  department  continued  to 
f'erform  the  duties  concerned  with  the  execution  and  enforcement  of 
the  Diseases  of  Aiiimals  Act,  1950.  Due  to  the  increased  work  of 
the  deparirneiit  a part  time  officer  was  appointed  in  Juty,  1954  to 
deal  with  the  licensing  of  the  rnoverneiit  of  pigs. 

Swine  Eever — Form  A. 

Notices  under  the  Swine  Fever  Order,  1938,  were  served  on  2 
occasions  when  reports  were  received  of  suspected  cases  of  swine 
fever  or  of  pigs  being  found  dead.  The  disease  was  confirmed  in 
9 pigs,  1 case  being  detected  at  the  slaughterhouse. 


24 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

L. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  fiealth  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  inspectors). 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

W ritten 
notices 

Occupiers' 
prosecuted  1 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  0 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

40 

18 

(ii) 

I'actories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority 

137 

87 

5 

(lii) 

Other  Premises  in  which  section  7 is 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 

eluding  out-workers’  premises) 

10 

14 

T otal 

187 

119 

5 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  Number  of 

Found. 

1 

Remedied 

111 

Referred  which 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  i prosecutions  5 
Inspector.  Inspector  were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

8 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

I 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

{h)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

: 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

1 

1 

including  offences  relating  to 

1 

I i ' 

Outwork) 

1 1 

TOTAL  

13 

1 

) 8 

OUTWORK. 


(Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110. 


Section  111 


Nature  of  Work. 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (C) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

ITosecu- 

tions. 

Wearing  apparel 
Making,  etc. 

The  making  of 
bo.xes  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

16 

3 

TOTAL 

19 

2S 


HOUSING. 

New  housing  accommodation  provided  during  1954  was  as 
follows  : — 

Local  Authority. 

Comjdeted  in  1954. 

New  Houses 
Flats 

Maisonettes 

Private  Enterprise. 

Completed  in  1954  Under  Construction  on 

31st  December,  1954. 

New  houses  and  bungalows  41  33 

Three  dwellings  were  also  provided  conversion,  and  two 
new  houses  were  completed  by  the  British  Sugar  Corporation 
Housing  Association. 

Hardwick  Camp. 

A further  2 families  were  rehoused  from  Hardwick  Camp 
during  the  yf'ar  and  the  vacant  huts  were  demolished.  On  December 
31  st,  1954  only  2 remained  out  of  a total  of  54  families  who  occupied 
this  camp  iu  March,  1951,  but  lack  of  amenities  and  deterioration 
of  the  huts  have  made  the  living  conditions  very  bad  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  provision  of  permanent  accommodation  for 
the  remaining  families  will  be  treated  as  a matter  of  urgency. 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding  : — 

Nine  cases  of  statutor}^  overcrowding  were  abated  during  the 
year,  and  overcrowded  conditions  were  known  to  exist  at  8 other 
premises. 

‘Requisitioned  Premises  ; — 

Five  houses,  providing  accommodation  for  7 families,  were 
derequisitioned  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  2 requisitioned  properties 
remained  in  the  control  of  the  Council. 

Sub-Standard  Houses  : — 

An  extensive  survey  of  sub-standard  houses  was  begun,  but 
not  completed,  in  the  year  under  review.  Many  of  these  houses  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  or  are  rapidly  approaching  such  a state, 
some  of  them  could  be  repaired  and  modernised,  but  others  are 
incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost.  This  problem 
is  receivii'ig  much  attention  throughout  the  country,  and  every  local 
authority  is  required  by  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
to  submit  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  pro- 
posals for  dealing  with  this  type  of  property. 


Under  Construction  on 
31st  December,  1954. 
108  53 

30  — 

16  — 
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The  information  required  under  Article  31  of  tlic  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  is  recorded  below  : — 

(1)  The  number  of  houses  wliich  on  inspection  were 


considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 
(ajq)roximately).  350* 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  in  conse(|uence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  139 


(3)  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Local  Authority  with  a \'iew  to  (a)  the  serving 
of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  or 
(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders. 


(a)  13  (b)  21  total  34 

(4)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 

execution  of  works,  (informal)  203 


(5)  The  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  5 

(6)  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  17 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  demolished 17 


In  addition  3 houses  were  included  in  a Clearance  Area,  and  the 
Clearance  Order  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  confirmation. 


* Some  350  houses  were  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  survey  of  sub- 
standard houses  was  incomplete  and  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses 
is  expected  to  be  considerably  above  this  figure. 

Housing  Act,  1949. — During  the  year  improvement  grants 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  were  authorised  in  14  cases  but  2 of 
these  applications  were  later  withdrawn.  In  3 cases  the  works  of 
improvement  were  completed  and  the  grants  paid. 
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INSPECTIONS. 
STATISTICAL  RECORD, 
(excluding  visits  shown  elsewhere  in  Report) 


Houses — defects  187 

Houses — Survey  and  Housing  Acts  1010 

Housing  Act,  1949  (improvement  grants)  76 

Houses — Certification  3 

Houses — Re-visits  535 

Public  Health  Act, — Section  75  165 

Common  Lodging  Houses  8 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  2 

Infectious  Disease  cases  77 

New  Buildings  1 

Drainage  Work  143 

Shops  Act  103 

Bakehouses  36 

Fried  Fish  Shops  14 

Other  P'ood  Preparation  169 

Wet  Fish  Shops  9 

Butchers  Shops  45 

Markets  82 

Slaughterhouses  624 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Etc.  56 

Ice  Cream — Manufacturers  9 

Vendors  43 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  11 

Pets  Act  1 

Stables  and  Piggeries  4 

Verminous  Houses  34 

Destructor  and  Tips  11 

Milk,  Ice  Cream  Samples  87 

Water  Samples  17 

Interviews  (with  Owners),  etc.  144 

Petrol  Installations  38 

Petrol  Tanks  Tested  11 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act  98 

Explosives  Stores  23 

Licensed  Premises  11 

Smoke  Nuisances  48 

Caravans  28 

Overcrowding  3 

Music  and  Dancing  Licenses  10 

(Miscellaneous)  157 


Total  4133 


During  the  year  309  complaints  were  received  in  the 
department  about  various  matters,  all  of  which  were  investigated 
and  the  appropriate  action  taken  where  neccessary. 
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